
PTO Meeting Minutes – January 3, 2012  
7:00PM, Hillside Elementary School 
 
 
In Attendance 
Kristin Becket, Lori Benedict, Karen Celebuski, Pam Emel, Jen Kleppe, Larisa Leon, Bernie Logan, Jen 
Marsala, Darcy McGroarty, Kevin Pechin, Ann Simpson, Meghan Wilmot 
 
Approval of Minutes 
The minutes were approved from the December 7, 2011 PTO Meeting 
 

Principal’s Report – Diane Cohle 

• Mrs. Cohle was absent, but Mr. Pechin came in her place. 

• There is a bucketfiller assembly on Friday (Spirit Day) 

• Winter camp was awesome; he and Mrs. Braun had fun. They had about 30 kids each day. 

 
President’s Report – Kristin Becket and Meghan Wilmot 

• Kristin talked to the wife of John Cassidy (the balloon performer). She still needs to get the 
contract, but it looks like the assembly will happen on February 10. 

• Our PTO is helping to sponsor an assembly on technology by Katie Kessner. It will be held on 
January 19 at 7PM, at Devon Elementary. Katie spoke at T/E and Conestoga and is an amazing 
speaker. All the elementary school PTOs pitched in to pay for her to come and speak; it will be 
geared toward internet safety. 

 

VP Membership and School Services – Pam Emel 

• Nothing to report  
 

VP Fundraising – Darcy McGroarty 

• The parent social is on April 21 at 7PM, at the Paoli Design Center. Larisa commented that the 
date needs to be changed on the PTO calendar; Darcy will take care of this. An email blast has 
gone out about the parent social. The committee can use help, if anyone wants to volunteer. 

• We still have about 50 leftover Kidstuff books. Get the word out that if anyone wants one, to 
contact Laurie Schwartz. 

 

VP Cultural Arts – Juliette Hyson  (not present) 

• Juliette sent her report in advance. 

Friday, January 13 - Mother Goose for the Kindergarten  
Wednesday, January 18 - Writers Workshop for 3rd and 4th grades  
Tuesday, January 24 - Master Cheng, 2nd Grade  
Thursday, February 2 - Betsy Ross, 4th Grade 
 
Also, information about the Mark Kistler website for all Hillside families went home before the 
break. 

 



VP Social Functions – Jen Kleppe 

• Dana Zdancewicz will chair Pizza Bingo again next fall. She would like a co-chair for next fall. It 
was suggested that we increase the price per family, to make sure that we cover costs. Dana said 
that the Conestoga Key Club did a great job of helping with this event. 

 

Secretary – Jen Marsala 

• Jen asked if other officers would sign up to help monitor the PTO mailbox on a monthly basis (to 
check it weekly and let people know if they have mail, to make sure that nothing gets overlooked). 
Signups for this spring:   

 January – Darcy February – Pam  March – Meghan April – Kristin May & June – Jen 

Jen will send out an email template as well as monthly reminders to whoever will be monitoring 
the mailbox each month. 

 

Treasurer – Meg Rafter (not present) 

• The book fair made $3640 (corrected by Meg; the number originally given at the meeting was 
$6619.) We budgeted $4000. 

• The Handels pint sale made $350. We budgeted $200. 

• The wrapping paper sale made $1988. We budgeted $2500. We discussed the numbers being 
down for the wrapping paper sale, but that this is still a nice profit. It was suggested that part of 
the reason for this fundraiser being down is that some families prefer to give directly to the PTO 
for the Parent Sponsor Program (and then not to participate in as many fundraising activities). 

• We paid for the World Books (gift to the library) as well as the sound system 

 

Committee Reports 

• ARCH – Karen Celebuski said thank you for the donation that the PTO made to ARCH. There is 
webinar tonight on bullying (which people can also access at another time). ARCH is on 
Facebook; people can sign up and get amazing articles. 

• FLITE – Larisa Leon says that it has been five years since FLITE started. On March 23, there will 
be a presentation at the high school with the Harlem Wizards. Mr. Pechin and Mr. Klass will be 
playing on behalf of Hillside. Tickets will be $10 in advance and $12 at the door. There will be a 
meeting next week to decide whether they want to have a player visit the school – to be 
announced later. Such a visit would have a bucketfiller theme to get kids pumped up about 
coming as a family night out. They want this event to cover costs (but not to be a fundraiser). 
Larisa will let Lauren Scott know that 25 tickets will be allotted per school for families in need. 

• TE Cares – Bernie Logan reported that 65 families were taken care of in the holiday drive. An 
amazing amount of donations were collected. 

 

Announcements and New Business 

• Mr. Pechin reported that the staff provided food for My Brothers House in Philadelphia. Lots of 
clothing was provided as well. 

• Meghan made a call for help for the spring fair. Kathleen Mascaro is in charge, and there some 
openings: 

 Food – need someone to shadow this position 



 Bake Sale – need someone to be in charge 

 Volunteers – need someone to be in charge 

 Games & Amusements  – need someone to shadow this position 

There was also discussion about the success of the dunk tank, and a recommendation to charge 
for every turn that kids take (instead of having a turn included with the wristband).  

• After school sports – is capped to 25 people. We are having two sessions. 

• There was discussion regarding a recent outbreak of lice at the school. A parent has suggested 
that we enlist the help of a company who gives lectures on the topic – how to prevent lice, what to 
do when it is contracted, etc. Perhaps that company could coordinate with the nurse. The parent 
who suggested the company will find out more and then get in touch with Mrs. Cohle with details. 
There was further discussion and feedback from parents at the meeting, saying that they would 
like to know that there is a lice outbreak, even if it does not affect their child’s classroom. 

• There will be a Yankee Candle fundraiser to benefit the Dental Clinic. It will likely occur before 
Spring Break. 

• The next PTO meeting will be on Tuesday, February 7 at 9:10AM, at Hillside. 


